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FLAT. 2779(H).—A T L 7 TAarg Taay & e, S0 ud §397 H o= i gt
U ST T U aqd Sad-4el il TAE-TH1 F3 g TIa207 G964l FAFATI § g F & o,
TAT AT AT TITALIT F AqHA (AR 6 (o0 STHIAT TqT I¢ T TA-Aa AT 6 €9 § AeE - TATa0 6
T SHaa-2reft T Qe i

A, ew arew, ST Sgew uATeRer ¥ S Ee WA AT WieATed VR #Wd gd
SIFTFAT/THETT AT sFagT Gaeft afaadt #f [Rem § IR F qaq straq-aierdt w1 Srred 241 gl
THH FETET & g U TadTcHE aTIL-3METd ao il aeqhal &

AT, TH TAH T gq, UF TTaeqel SISTe-smemiid greFor &7 J@mar & & (o0 T #9797
wF T Fe FrwER = R s swartea € Rrew Rfvs Raaret ® wataer @94 Sftas
FAFKATIT I T & AT SITUAT| S RIa/ATHETEE a8 &l ScdTegd & & JAadrar, 1 wiee
FHHA ST &5 % IR T FAIT TAT FFHAT |1 7T FYTHF FrAeE1 6 dgd [Haid oa Jioam
FIRET AT UHT FATSAT F0h T F g TIeaTied BT ST A1 e Giorg Fad AT @ g TTEiS
FTAFHATAT o G THeAT AT 0 | T4 g,

Y, I wiee At feel v Feat & giom g-ag a7 9 59 =atndl, 9% IqITeT
TS, TRl AT, AT ITAT AT TAT FIT IAFT I AT, AL T YT T [awrai, =i

4039 G1/2023 @)
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ST, ST AT ST o Fq¢ G| W7 HiST AT TRT TR ZT ST TATEAT 6 & § FTF F40
A #, W wiee UF FREIT &iiT i 7 IUrser F0 AT ST AT FAFATI § HoAA ¢ 3T S
Tataver geeft wfafateat d=rfera Fea €1 T M Fiee = IS R I ST g TS FAT
ST,

3T, 9 e g Fad arer el TATEiiT FEFRATT § FTeT 6 Icaoid | HHT AT AT 39 L

FA N AT Fareft Tg-ATH TTeq 2T ool 21 T e FwT F qgad A9 Fwiee giora Fea arer feft
FIHHATT T HTAA AT % Tgd FTET Fiee AT T BT TFd g,

qq: AT, TATALO (FHTEA) AT, 1986 (1986 w1 29) F¥ &meT 3 FT IT-4TLT 2 (iii) FTT T ori<hat
T TANT FA GO Feg ALRIT F YT hiee FEAFH ATHE TH 59 T =8 AT a3 il ST H1 [
o 81 FE R 7 o9 =9 ATSEEAT § 9IEad ®9 § T9T6d g ATl ST & At IrET i
FHSC FAFH FATAIT a7 2023’ F 10 UF ATEg==T F7 Joaq1a o637 § i vagny Jifed g @ g
o arferRTiE: ToTa=r ® YT o Yoh1erd il a1 F 975 (60) AT i srafer qureq 2= 9% 7941 396
AT I ATAHAAT q¥ fa=me fm S,

T ATAGAAT & Fael °§ FA¥ [Aface srater & fae Gt off safce & areq g aveft saft srar
TATAT 9T FE T GHE G A= ar ST,
TATALOT qAH, T I UE, 72 fawet1-110003 T S0 IdT: sohsmd-mef@gov.in T 957 ST T g,

1. Gfere AT S} IR — (1) 39 9=t &1 9 wiee F1wa Frieaas [Faw, 2023 F77 S
(2) T STeraTIE TSTIS § AT TR ol A & TG givl
2. i *fee FdwH * e - (1) A7 Fee FIwa (TOH T T FEAFT F &7 § Fafdq) F qe7
39T FHTER &
F. sthat, et ScaTae STeAT, Tt FIHTaal, aTfHehT ST, Tad HT ITAAT, MBLT AT
THToT T Ay, S =, SR ST @Al w1 9@ F YA qRHE
FRATSAT FA & (10 P e F €T H THTET TIH FT g UF qSIL ALTd T FT
ST AT,
g. TITELOT F TS THRTLCHF FTLATSAT FLA o (70 S AT FT GATAT FLAT 3T T-TeAAS
IS TAT HEATAT o ATEAH & “FAAT AR F A9 T AT FAT|
3. gfaTeiT - (1) TH FF T H, T qF (o g9 § F=AAT (uferd 7 gl, et qe g 9y
ghfi-
F. TIAAT 9T M Hiee GATIARAT & JTeAd, FTAFHH & Fael § TATIT FEFATT A 5
I IS FIAHT F TATHF FIT ATAAT TG o0l T2 TAT TTTEhd ol T2 SIS T ¢,
g, sty & ared, FuE-aEE 97 TuT Henta qataer (F2eon) sfafaad, 1986 (1986
F729) T &
T i iR &7 o g el fafAfEe afafafer gq sam it S aret srare gt v uae
TS, ST TATALOT T HH(HF THIE STl &
'ISiiehd SIS’ &1 o ¢ FIe AT TFTS, ST M HiSe Gorg F g TS5 &,

TRt 1 o g W e Frdeww wermas A1 TEeht greaar aTy ustet g 9w S
F 3 fAfawT e gaedt fRente 1 9910 T F orw v gerereifaE Seew e,
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. 'JAT-T& THIUEHRAT FT AT TF UHT THIS g ST T8 Go(107 & forw FFefy srfafafer v

STHTIOTT AT 2

. T FT 7 g T FHiee T FA & o7 AAdT ST I Fwiee qeATa=awmdr gIaT d9
Fiee Tiatater w1 Tad= geais;

. AT AQT-I0EqF F7 T g FEAFH 6 OO TUTAT o6 AT THAT g 65 TR GIT
THAaE TF THE

(2) =9 =\ | WIE U 9TeR 3T ATSrefRRAT ST 7gt aiATiia A8l 8 i aatawor (§eror) srferfea,
1986 AT I ATATHIH F dgd AT (T 7T TRt st w1 faffam & afRsrfoa g, S9er agt o1 g
STT 37 wHeT: ATT==w a1 UH seg = =7 fAfqaw # far w8

4. T FeT FEAFA FT FEATEAT TF (1) FEAFH F FATEAT & (0 F0EF T [FUGT gD
FIHTAT SATUIT| TTEF FL07T |, FIAHH Kl 12T FA A HATIOT F2 & (o0 @2 (2) § S &= aav
T o wafatest o A= G STom ate F =39 § 93ha et T $fiT wafataat sEr ST g
LA T H[AT | TEH 3T & AT S SI7 Fhdl 2

(2) Gafera ITeTT F ATT FTAFH o [T TgATH TT &7 TH T &

i FaTr-sraTRE fiF wRe: g siw Hetaa wfafateat F wreaw & o W § gha srawr
FET HaedT TIATA Tt AT Fgrar a7l

ii.  STe-smaThRa M wRe Uty e F ofvee ofiv O ST 9gq T LA, ST FHAT 3T A
SYANT TAQT/AFT FHI TETAT <ATI

iii.  Taq FO argTRT AT FeT: IoETHAT, YA T ST IR WIS F T T § AW 2
ITeRide Y [AEcaTa® FO TATSH ¥ G Tagreft A1 agrar 347

iv. 9T wEEw SraTRa M Hiee: TAZI, TAHI 3T 9TeT Aigd AqTAL TFLT g Tad 3T dga
JATHAT T TETAT 2T

V. AT TG § FHT e A e arg Sguor 7 7 7 37Y o1 Wguor IuerHe Afatatert % 3art
T FETAT <7
vi. B 9T Sl qed e st i wite: Ui % e ST qAed O % ST 1 agrEr < 1l
vii.  SRETS T i R Fatarsi v sraw AT 3T 9 F o st aer YT #A & o
TreATTad HeATl
vili. TIT AT SR FRAAT = ax sl i FRe: Taq senfifEF siv it w1 seEnr e
THTAL ST =T TS &= % AT F7 Treaied FT
(3) i Ffee Suw F+ H vghi:
i. I e s 39 9T AT w2 & o gaaw g e afafefy & oo @ sie gmere
frefaa o STo et off e % dga et ofF 31 & /e |, /90 ST " 39
T o ATET i
i. Tt et o aRaEdaehiear s @ F o, G of e Fwee wfafafe g s BT s e
T OTROMTH, SHTYT SMEa9Tshar it TAEdT, TaE 7 J9EdT, ST, 3R 7 3T TEEE
TTIEST 9% ST g, 3T Yo Miafafdr o daer §, M+ wiee it uF zare F sieeq & o o=
BT STTom)
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iii. FrEEE = foro Rfes it fAwfaa s eenfua i srosft ’oed o i wfee ittt =
-, TATATETT T GS(1a0T, JT Hhiee AT FAT, TE4T 6 [T oY o JEiE
EEREIEE

5. 9T ARt 3T ST FF — (1) THE TATET FTAT-a9= % 00 FEAFT T TATHT T qiaia o
e grm w=rem afafy & geafaa demert/fEran & vfafafe, S e, s= a9 siw sy
e efeer gi

(2) =T giufa w Rafteg s g

i. Freforfe & ey § sEe yee w1
F. FTAFH & FATIAT F G99 | Fwrears, fRomfaaer siw g,
g, g, RUfEsT s e & foro frenfager;
. FTAFHH F FIATAIT % Tael H 7 YT AT |

ii. Frerforfer & deer § g avhre & Rt w3
&, FTAFA H orrferer ¥ S areft wfafafert siw e,
G, FTAFH & (1T TN GHord 2T g ST
T. Fa T FLHR G Ha9d F1s | AT

ii. ST F FTATeaaT T FHTET i T,

iv. TS 3T HTA ST Fea [T TR G FIAT ST THaT 2

6. M7 Ffee FrdwH TaTEF X ITF w1 - (1) 7 FieT FTAFA TTHF (9% T8 ‘TAEF F &7 §
) THH Tege, AT o §=re aigd F1EFA & w1 & o Saeert e
(2) ATEATT ATART AT 7 foraAT afiws HTAwT FT TATHF R
(3) TITH & Scq¥aTiacdl | Mo ofeer gi:
. FEAFH & AT 6 foru fEermfagert, Frrsorterat siw giramst &1 T we;

i, T e TRAfafaat F 9Siae o AT Hiee TR F7 F T FIET0rmer i giwarst
Ft fowfaa F2= § gfagr gam= w7 % oo g afafafy g T 7 e atatat
T TS FAT,

i, FTATOTTIOTIT, AT, TSHRT0T ToHAT 3 Fataa e, Rarfer v aeamae o= &1 FwEa
hH{AT;

iv. vars Rgiia wfafafa & gioa fiw FRe &t augeaar F oo sy i shrmd
TTfue F7AT;

V. g Tiatafe F forw Rfves v #fee S #+7, fiv wee F =-ymmom @657 fiq Fwke
TRoreeT o forT e S ISheor T SATIR ehIH Sl ATIAT TAT HATAT wedT, T
e THTUFEATA, T F S TATIARATAL ol ATEAAT g T FISE F AqETT A AT Fiee
FTIHT T TETraer Haeft fRermaeer fEewfEa wm

vi. FAIET fReme=er & dqar A9 wice TR, JAT T&7 THOESRAT, T Fwiee
TATTTRATAL, 3T SFTATL FAT TSTAT T HIIAT AT
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vii. W Fiee T, THT-Te7 THTOHFRATSA, A9 Hee GATITHhara < AT qaT T&Tal
T AT hd HEAT,

viii.  FEEA % [TT AEeTF TAAT 3T ST THASHIH ST FLA g USTHT AT T&TH FIAT;

iX. FIAHH TIEA 6 qTT-HTT A AT 2T e T IS TGEITe T [ JUg + oy
from-fAger T Merwier fAswtaa Fe;

X. THTUA TS, JAT-T87 THTHERA TS, 7 e Tearaadist i AT JaT Tararsi
it fEraveft s s Rare arfere we gq fRar e s wr;

Xi. st faenfagat & sqar Rives i #wee It FT;
xi. — SIgEIed fRemAEer % ATE USiET TR T ok TR FHIAT;

xiii. I FEe F AT F o IR ewid T ae Rt a1 fit T $fiT =971 &
o (af sraeTs gn) fRentAaer faewtEa wr;

xiv.  TRaemei & forg awar i, #iEar 6w srsed= iafafet w1 g=rad FT,

XV.  THTOT USHT, JAI-987 FATIARAist, A hiee TATIahaist A AT qaT JaTdT 51T
TEQT AT a3 ST RdTet &t Hahed s LT,

Xvi.  HATER AT AT FET TR G |97 TAT Hs 77 Frd|

7. TR AT T S8F FE - (1) FomEa, T wiee qfafafa=i F dsiwor i 7 Fee F oaqem
forT s, wTeeRt s wiwATsH i AR F gy Aty F o aeeder g e afafet
T TS T THdT 2;
(2) TUF TERATRT AHTT H FaTSd T/ AATN % TaEd1 & Grg-a79 e e fouT fFows anftae
g =R,
(3) TR TfATY fAewfaa e &1 F13F FG00 7 vomas w1 Freiel Faft e d = arar & aror-arx
Rreterfer anfaer g

i. ek fafater & wraer § qateofia Frars F e a7 N w2 Fit uF s F arged & oy

FTIAVITAT 37T A hiee T AqFHAAT UF THIAAT AT HLAT,

ii. e AT tater o Heer § Arae, RO oie qeamae Tiehar geel wra,;
(4) Tr=hRT Ffafe, wermas g fAfAfEy Rt stv aereisht ATHe 9% JeTg 9
8. i wiee T i< ST w1 - (1) TTEe AT SHEhT qT=aaT ITH USHT T w0 & forw fi e
TIEET T TATIET Y TEErd haT STum W wiee TRl UF Aehiad Soideiaa Sered & &9 |
R e o= aral & arg-a7 M e THT T3, a7Ra F3d, daRa F3d T ATRiq wed qaeT
AT 2T FRgia aree g I e Tored’ it §3=AT 3T TTeT YT Aqaifad [QeTHasr & dAqar
et Taeient AT & AT=T gl

(2) = Ffee Tl a-amg u gl fRor R o At a6 a1 fwfefaa st #71 Ao
F, e sv arat & gry-ar A orfaer g

i, HEIT FT USR0T 3 N FiSS TS FLAT A7 AferaT F2AT

i. TRagTE g A= Fwiee F Awe, A0, gEAar i ATEgor w1 AT @R qeArad
FEAT

iii. AT AEeTT ST AT AT AR Algd T STETEH aA17 TG T,
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iv. T ST w1 R T,
V.  ETeTEH H T Hael See e & w07 UHT HEAT Hl g2 (el |l g, ST 39 F&47 9% 0T F
2, T furfa § dstiepa geusti &t erfagf 3= m;

Vi. 3T T T AT TSR o AT H9 T AT

vii.  HETA SRS g ST R T Rer-fAgent FT AT wir,

viii. TR Ren-fAEent § e S s
9. R Wewr- (1) R wewrd it warAT #iY w=ee F forw RenfAcer wemew g @9 wfwfw F
AIHIET & ST o ST
(2) = FET F AEE-TW F o TR wewd Aqared Rem-[Een F aqEr Y& & grear aredq
EEUREIRAGIR-R RS IR SR ELE LRl
(3) TR AT AT SAqHITET (T % AT AT Fiee il ST T HITET FHTT FHAMT
10. TV SR TTET WTHH — (1) AT AT (T ewM Aearad B o7 g At T & Fwrdsamt &
e H TIEETLTAT &I FXA o6 (0 3T FTAFHH 6 Tad &A1 Wl AT & 6 o7 qI1T 6T 97 TF
AAATSA IR SR,
(2) TE TIeHTH M Fwiee T | T q&F STeT g3l i o7 TAAT TAT =0T IqA (e, TATaH FHd-
TS, &HAT [HH0T FaredT ST TS FT U HT Thal gl
11. ATIAT-ITeT WA Hiee TATIARAT — (1) TATHF THEATA Fl AHMGT QTGN F ATHATT HIAT-
gTed I F T FATITFar F €9 § F1F F49 % o0 qreadr T2 F43TI

(2) ATAAT-ITA M FHiSe TATTAFRAT TATIT FT FH H( AT QTG F TN 6 T FI hiee
&I F o ToIT T9ITeeh & THeT e Teqa H,

(3) ATAT-ITST P FiTe TATIAFHAT [QLTIHGLT o AL TATEF o forw Frfeas FEraweft Game F:am

12. i Ffee F g A7 9T - (1) 9 Flee Fwriww oaft Baaret ft ©af=sw arferr a2 srarfa
g

(2) =TT AT 390 § W e F oy e = TRT 957 F & IUTAT AT AGET F3M)

(3) TFTAXT, A 3T FTAATY TRAdT HATAT G &, THHAT-11/159/2022-TFHT &A1 24 JFa,
2023 T AT fRemfagent & qgq Arvaar-Ted T ae 0T g dstiehd THT S0 7 FIIHH & d84d
S Fiee T | Osfiawer 3T = fRermfacent & dgd a= A & Juad" adT =0 HAHT & dgd I+
FISC o e & (o0 AIAAT ST STTAIZH A 0T HIAFHH TIAILE a0 & &7 § =1 g I g

13. GAaG AQGT-T0EH- (1) Fvg TLH FHUAFH Gl HATATS AT FIA-NFGT T FIO0 TOTeAT 6T o@m
TLIAT % o0 q9T-99T U2 @l GLIeAFi ol go 165 FT a9l gl

[T, /. 12/24/2023- TAUHUH]

FTHAT Yo TR, SO 9a

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 26th June, 2023

S.0. 2779(E).—Whereas, Government of India introduced ‘LiFE’— ‘Lifestyle for Environment’, as a grass-
root, mass movement for combating climate change, enhancing environment actions to propagate a healthy and



[¢TRT Hl—=ve 3(ii)] T T TSI © T 7

sustainable way of living based on traditions and values of conservation and moderation, and for sustainable and
environment-friendly development.

And whereas, an innovative market-based mechanism is required to promote the LiFE movement which
aims at encouraging sustainable lifestyles by driving consumer/community towards behavioural changes to
incentivize environment friendly practices.

And whereas, to enable this, a Green Credit Programme is proposed to be launched at national level to
leverage a competitive market-based approach for Green Credits thereby incentivising voluntary environmental
actions of various stakeholders. Apart from incentivizing individual/community behavior, the Green Credit
Programme will encourage private sector industries and companies as well as other entities to meet their existing
obligations, stemming from other legal frameworks, by taking actions which are able to converge with activities
relevant for generating or buying Green Credits.

And whereas, Green Credits will arise from a range of sectors and entities, ranging from small-scale ones—
such as, individuals, Farmer Producer Organisations, cooperatives, forestry enterprises and sustainable agriculture
enterprises; to those being developed at the level of Urban and Rural Local Bodies, private sectors, industries and
organisations. Green Credits will be tradable outcomes and will act as incentives. In the beginning, Green Credits
will be made available to individual and entities, engaged in selected activities and who undertake environmental
interventions. These Green Credits will be made available for trading on a domestic market platform.

And whereas, an environmental activity generating Green Credits may have climate co-benefits such as
reduction or removal of carbon emissions. An activity generating Green Credits under Green Credit Programme may
also get Carbon Credits from the same activity under carbon market.

Now, therefore, in exercise of power conferred by sub-section 2(iii) of section 3 of the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), the Central Government has decided to institute a domestic voluntary market
mechanism -- the Green Credit Programme. The Central Government has now proposed a notification for ‘draft
Green Credit Programme Implementation Rules 2023’ for the information of the public likely to be affected thereby
and notice is hereby given that the said notification will be taken into consideration on or after the expiry of a period
of sixty (60) days from the date of publication of the draft in the official Gazette;

The objections or suggestions, which may be received from any person with respect to the said Notification
within the period specified above, will be taken into consideration by the Central Government;

Obijections or suggestions, if any, may be addressed to the Joint Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh road, New Delhi - 110003, and may be sent to e-mail id:
sohsmd-mef@gov.in

1. Short Title and Commencement — (1) These rules may be called the Green Credit Programme Implementation
Rules, 2023.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. Objectives of the Green Credit Programme — (1) The main objectives of the Green Credit Programme (herein
after referred as ‘Programme’) are as follows: -

a. Create a market based mechanism for providing incentives in the form of Green Credits to individuals,
Farmer Producer Organisations, cooperatives, forestry enterprises, sustainable agriculture enterprises, Urban
and Rural Local Bodies, private sectors, industries and organisations for environment positive actions;

b. Create mass movement around environment positive actions and realise the vision of "*Mission LiFE"
through pro-planet-people and entities.

3. Definitions — (1) In this framework, unless the context otherwise requires, the following definitions shall apply -

a. ‘Accredited Green Credit Verifier’ means an entity accredited and authorized by the Green Credit
Programme Administrator to carry out verification activities in respect of the Programme;

b. ‘Act’ means the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), as amended from time to time;

c. ‘Green Credit’ means a singular unit of an incentive provided for a specified activity, delivering a positive
impact on the environment;

d. ‘Registered Entity’ means any entity, registered for generation of Green Credits;

e. ‘Registry’ means an electronic database system maintained by Green Credit Programme Administrator or its
accredited agency to record issuance and exchange of Green Credits;

f.  ‘Third-party certifiers’ means an entity that certifies an activity for its registration;

g. “Verification’ means an independent evaluation of the green credit activity by the accredited Green Credits
Verifier for acquiring Green Credits;
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h. ‘Empaneled Auditors’ means an entity empaneled by the Central Government for auditing the entire system
of the Programme.

(2) Words and expressions used in this rules and not defined herein but defined in the Environment (Protection) Act,
1986 or any other rules or regulations issued under the said Act, shall have the same meaning as assigned to them
respectively in the Act, or such other rules or regulations.

4. Implementation Mechanism of the Green Credit Programme — (1) A phased and iterative approach for
implementation of the Programme will be adopted. In the initial phase, two to three activities from the sectors
indicated in clause (2) will be considered for designing and piloting the Programme. More activities will be added from
the selected sectors in subsequent phases. More sectors can also be added with the approval of the Central
Government.

(2) Sectors identified for the Programme with respective objectives are as follows:

i Tree Plantation-based Green Credit: To promote activities for increasing the green cover across the
country through tree plantation and related activities.

ii. Water-based Green Credit: To promote water conservation, water harvesting and water use efficiency/savings,
including treatment and reuse of wastewater.

iii. Sustainable Agriculture based Green Credit: To promote natural and regenerative agricultural practices and land
restoration to improve productivity, soil health and nutritional value of food produced.

iv. Waste Management based Green Credit: To promote sustainable and improved practices for waste management,
including collection, segregation and treatment.

V. Air Pollution Reduction based Green Credit: To promote measures for reducing air pollution and other pollution
abatement activities.

Vi. Mangrove Conservation and Restoration based Green Credit: To promote measures for conservation and
restoration of mangroves.
vii. Ecomark based Green Credit: To encourage manufacturers to obtain Ecomark label for their goods and services.
viii. Sustainable building and infrastructure based Green Credit: To encourage the construction of buildings and

other infrastructure using sustainable technologies and materials.
(3) Methodology of generating Green Credits:

i Thresholds and benchmarks will be developed for each Green Credit activity for generating and issuance of
Green Credits. In case of any obligation under any law, the thresholds and benchmarks will be aligned with
that obligation.

ii. To maintain fungibility across sectors, the environmental outcome, achievable by any Green Credit activity,
will be based on equivalence of resource requirement, parity of scale, scope, size and other relevant
parameters, and will be considered for allocation of one unit of Green Credit in respect of each activity.

iii. Digital processes will be developed and established for the Programme including self-assessments of eligible
Green Credit activities, registration of activities, issuance of Green Credits, monitoring of performance and
other relevant processes.

5. Steering Committee and its functions — (1) The governance of the Programme for its effective implementation
shall vest in the Steering Committee. The Steering Committee will comprise of representatives from the concerned
Ministries/Departments, domain experts, industry associations and other relevant stakeholders.

(2) Steering Committee shall have the following functions:
i. Grant approvals in respect of the following:
a. procedures, guidelines and processes in respect of implementation of the Programme;
b.  guidelines for Measurement, Reporting and Verification;
c. other relevant matters in respect of implementation of the Programme.
ii. Make recommendations to the Central Government in respect of following:
a. activities and sectors to be included in the Programme;
b. measures to create demand for the Programme.
c. any matter referred by the Central Government.
iii. Review and monitoring of the implementation of Programme;
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iv. Any other function as may be assigned by the Central Government.

6. Green Credit Programme Administrator and its functions — (1) The Green Credit Programme Administrator
(herein after referred as ‘Administrator’) shall be responsible for implementation of the Programme including its
management, monitoring and operation.

(2) The Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education shall be the Administrator of the Programme.
(3) The responsibilities of the Administrator shall include the following:
i Develop guidelines, processes and procedures for implementation of the Programme;

ii. Constitute Technical or Sectoral committees for each activity to facilitate in developing
methodologies and processes for registration of Green Credit activities and issuance of Green
Credits;

iii. Develop methodologies, standards, registration process and associated Measurement, Reporting and
Verification mechanisms;

iv. Establish methodologies and processes for equivalence of Green Credits generated from each
identified activity;

V. Develop guidelines for establishment and operation of Green Credit Registry and trading platform,
for issuance of digital Green Credits for each activity, for self-certification of Green Credits, and for
accreditation of Green Credit Registry , third-party certifiers, Green Credit Verifiers, for grant of
Green Credits, and for auditing of the Green Credit Programme;

Vi. Accredit the Green Credit Registry, third-party certifiers, Green Credit Verifiers and Trading
Service Provider in accordance with the approved guidelines;

vii. Register the Green Credit Registry, third-party certifiers, Green Credit Verifiers and Trading Service
Provider;
viii. Accredit agency for establishing Knowledge and Data platform required for the Programme;

iX. Develop guidelines and protocols for the Programme portal as well as knowledge and data platform,
and for collection of fees from registered entities;

X. Develop guidelines for filing of annual returns and progress reports of certification agency, third-
party certifiers, Green Credit Verifiers and Trading Service Provider;

Xi. Issue digital Green Credits as per the approved guidelines;
Xii. Collect fees from Registered Entity as per the approved guidelines;
xiii. Develop guidelines for establishment and operation of trading platform and market stability

mechanism (if required) for trading of Green Credits;
Xiv. Conduct capacity building, media and outreach activities for the stakeholders;

XV. Compile the annual returns and progress reports submitted by the certification agency, third-party
verifiers, Green Credit Verifiers and Trading Service Provider;

XVi. Any other function assigned by the Steering Committee or Central Government.

7. Technical Committee and its functions - (1) The Administrator may constitute technical or sectoral committees
for each activity for developing methodologies, standards and processes for registration of Green Credit activities and
grant of Green Credits;

(2) Each Technical Committee shall comprise of members from concerned Ministries/ Departments as well as
organisations and subject matter experts;

(3) Technical Committee shall develop and make recommendations to the Administrator which will inter-alia include:

i Methodologies for allocation of one unit of Green Credit on the basis of environmental action in case of each
activity ensuring fungibility and equivalence of Green Credits;

ii. Mechanism for Measurement, Reporting and Verification process in respect of each activity;
(4) Technical Committee shall advise on any other technical matter referred by the Administrator.

8. Green Credit Registry and its functions — (1) The Administrator or its accredited agency shall establish and
maintain the registry for the Programme. The Green Credit registry will be in the form of a standardized electronic
database which contains inter-alia common data elements relevant to the issuance, holding, transfer and acquisition of
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Green Credits. The structure and data formats of the Green Credit Registry shall conform to the prescribed technical
standards as per the approved guidelines.

(2) The Green Credit Registry shall discharge the following functions, in the manner, as may be specified in the
relevant guidelines from time to time which will inter-alia include:

i. Registration of entity and grant and recording of Green Credits;

ii. Ensure accurate accounting of the issuance, holding, transfer and acquisition of green credits by the
stakeholders;

iii. Maintain secure database with all required and essential security protocols;
iv. Maintain records of all transactions;

V. Indemnify registered entities in case of any loss caused to such entity due to security breach in the database,
not attributable to such registered entity;
Vi. Establish linkages with other National and International registries;
vii. Comply with the directions issued by the Steering Committee;
viii. Any other function assigned in the relevant guidelines.

9. Trading Platform — (1) The guidelines for the establishment and operation of the Trading Platform shall be issued
by the Administrator with the approval of Steering Committee.

(2) The trading platform for the exchange of Green Credits shall be established by the Trading Service Provider
accredited by the Administrator in accordance with the approved guidelines.

(3) The trading service provider shall perform functions regarding the trading of Green Credits, in accordance with the
approved guidelines.

10. Knowledge and Data Platform - (1) The knowledge and data platform, will be an online platform developed for
providing transparency on the various types of activities being undertaken and for reporting sectoral progress under
the Programme;

(2) This platform may collate key data points generated from Green Credit Registry and other information such as
sectoral achievements, best practices, information on capacity building, etc.

11. Accredited Green Credit Verifiers — (1) The Administrator will accredit the entities to act as Accredited Green
Credit Verifiers in accordance with the approved guidelines;

(2) Accredited Green Credit Verifiers shall conduct verification and submit reports to the Administrator for grant of
Green Credits in accordance with provisions of the guidelines;

(3) Accredited Green Credit Verifiers shall file annual returns to the Administrator in accordance with the guidelines;

12. Demand Generation for Green Credits -(1) The Green Credit Programme shall be based on voluntary
participation of all stakeholders.

(2) Steering Committee shall recommend measures to generate voluntary demand for Green Credits in the country.

(3) All entities registered for Accredited Compensatory Afforestation under the guidelines issued by MoEFCC vide
No.FC-11/159/2022-FC dated 24" January, 2023 shall register with the Green Credit Registry under the Programme.
The Accredited Compensatory Afforestation will be eligible for consideration as Compensatory Afforestation for
diversion of forest land under these guidelines subject to qualification and allocation of Green Credits under the
Programme.

13. Empaneled Auditors- (1) The Central Government may empanel auditors for audit of the entire system of the
Programme functioning and administration from time to time.
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